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Pastor’s Ponderings APRIL 2018

A few weeks ago I had an experience that I’ve been pondering since, especially in light of the study I’ve been facilitating on Barbara
Brown Taylor’s book, Learning to Walk in the Dark. The story starts a little after 4:00 one afternoon, before all of our clocks
“sprang forward.” D.R. and I decided we would take a drive out to Villanueva State Park on our way home from an appointment.
We had gone there before and enjoyed the short walk along the river. On this day, we decided to instead take the Viewpoint Loop
Trail, which someone had recommended. We thought we might mosey a ways up the trail, then turn around. It was a warm, sunny
day. Outfitted with sunscreen, jackets, sunglasses, hats, and a bottle of water, we checked the trail map.

We noticed that there were two trail segments, for a total of just over a mile. Now, friends, your pastor is in poor physical shape
(I’'m working on it), but a mile? No problem. We decided to go for it. Two minor obstacles that we did not know as we headed up
the trail: (1) The park website refers to this trail as “rugged” and “primitive.” (2) We’d somehow missed a segment of the trail,
which almost doubled its length.

We set out on this beautiful little hike, enjoying the views and the beauty of the trail itself. As the trail climbed, I found myself hav-
ing to stop to enjoy the view because I needed to be pretty focused on the “primitive” trail to avoid tripping over the climbing rocks
or missing a sharp turn. Please note that there is emphasis here on the word “climbing.” We kept going up and up, thinking that
certainly we’d reach the top and head down any minute. By this time, [ was determined to get to the top...which we did, about an
hour or so after we’d begun.

The view from the top is gorgeous, but when I looked at the sun from up there, I noted how low it was on the horizon. We decided
that our plan to spend some time just enjoying the view might need some adjustment, especially as we remembered that we’d heard
the trail went down more quickly and steeply than it went up. By then, I was all about the “quickly” part, but wasn’t feeling so up-
beat about the “steeply.” We headed down. Mind you, we were still enjoying ourselves, still admiring the view down to the Pecos
River a few hundred feet below. But I was beginning to be very aware of how fast the sun seemed to be sinking and of the mix of
loose rock and sizeable rock “steps” on the trail. We picked up our pace.

I was relieved when overlooks on the trail began to feel a little closer to the river below, but we still had some climbing to do. The
sun was getting ever lower in the sky; I thought to take my sunglasses off. That when I realized I didn’t have my regular glasses
with me. (Please note: I really can’t see without my glasses.) Picking up the pace even more wasn’t much of an option for me at
this point. I was tired. And I was pretty nervous after a glance at my watch reminded me that it had been getting dark right around
6:00. It was about 5:45.

My nervousness increased as dusk came and then became duskier. My eyes, darkened by the sunglasses, were beginning to play
tricks on me, so that my pace had to slow. It didn’t help that I was fatigued. I never seriously thought we’d be stranded on the trail
and rescued by helicopter, but I did have a lot more respect for people who’ve had such experiences. (A friend of ours experienced
such an event when a fall on a steep mountain trail late one day could easily have been life-threatening. He came to after being
knocked out, only to find himself in a field of scree, unable to use one arm, and inches away from a steep drop-off. His wife got a
call from his cheery voice late that night announcing he wouldn’t be home because he was on his way to surgery after a helicopter
rescue.)

While I never seriously thought it would come to that, I was playing that scene in my head. And for the last 15 or 20 minutes of our
descent, D.R. had to take my hand and instruct me down the steep parts because I no longer trusted my eyesight. By then it was
about 6:15. This “learning to walk in the dark” episode taught me a few things. On the practical side, I learned to look at trail maps
more closely, to always have my real glasses with me when I embark on a hike, to carry extra water, and to work on my physical
fitness.

More importantly, I learned that it’s good to push yourself a little and to take a risk. If I had known the trail would be so steep and
that it was longer than I thought, I probably would have turned around rather than completed it. Sometimes our spiritual lives are
like that, too—we reach a point where, in order to move forward, we have to push ourselves to enter the questions and doubts, to
commit to making the climb to get a better view, and to risk the chance of deep transformation in order to attain a more solid footing
with our understanding of God. I learned that, when it gets dark and your eyesight fails, help is close by. Someone will take your
hand and give you guidance if you trust them; God will walk alongside. Faith does not depend on being able to see where the trail
goes.

With thanks for all of you, Pastor Katie
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The Worship Tidbits from Pastor Katie
WORSHIP CHRIST IS RISEN! HAPPY EASTER!

of As we move through April, we will be looking at a few texts from the Book of Acts, specifically some
ﬁOD stories about Paul. This book has a wide scope, giving us a glimpse of the early church and Paul’s con-
version and some of the experiences of his ministry. Acts, written by the same author who wrote Luke,
is like “Volume II” of Luke’s Gospel. While we don’t know who this author was, church tradition has attributed the
writing of Luke-Acts to the apostle Luke since sometime in the second century. Certainly, the book focuses on the
spread of the Good News, specifically to Gentile populations. Like the Gospel of Luke, the Book of Acts is addressed to
“Theophilus.” While this name has often been taken to be a particular individual, it’s worth noting that the name trans-
lates “friend of God” or “one who loves God,” and so identifies Luke’s intended audience as anyone who wants to live in
a way that honors God.

You Are invited to Join Pastor Katie

Our Lent/Eastertide study of Learning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor continues
through May 6. In this book, Taylor uses the metaphor of darkness and explores how walking in the
dark allows us to learn things we might not learn otherwise. She talks about the failings of what she

alls “full solar spirituality”—a faith that ignores the reality of the dark times in our lives, and suggests
| ways we might embrace the darkness to enhance our spiritual growth

S\ F2
= 2018 BIRTHDAY OFFERING--"WELCOME TO THIS PLACE”
"WOUEN" The Birthday Offering of the Presbyterian Women celebrates Presbyterian women's history of mission giv-

ing. Launched in 1922, it has become an annual tradition and has funded nearly 100 major mission projects that con-
tinue to make a difference in the lives of women and children. While the projects and donation amounts have changed,
PW's commitment to improving the lives of others has not. In 2018 we will offer our prayers and financial support for
the following recipients:

e Cottage Village, a Tiny-house Community for Low-income Residents—Cottage Grove, Oregon

Cottage Village will provide quality, affordable housing and a safe, structured social community for individuals and
families with low or very low incomes. The grant will be used to help build 13 tiny houses and a central shared-use
area that will serve as a compassionate and protective community for vulnerable rural citizens.

e Village of Grace for Physical and Spiritual Health—Tegucigalpa, Honduras

The Birthday Offering grant will make it possible for the Presbytery of Honduras to purchase

the Village of Grace Center for Physical and Spiritual Health near Tegucigalpa. Originally established by Presbyterian
mission co-workers, the retreat center will be managed by Presbyterian women in Honduras. It will offer international
hospitality for retreats, workshops and mission teams from the PC(USA), Solar Under the Sun and Living Waters for
the World.

e The Dwelling Place—Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota

The Dwelling Place was established in 1998 to provide for the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of women and
their children following their escape from a violent partner. Transitional housing, education, food, clothing, trauma-
informed support services, programming mentoring for women are all part of the mission of the Dwelling Place. The
grant will help the Dwelling Place purchase a vacant lot where they will construct a multi-use building with spaces for
large and small group programming, one-on-one case management, safe living space and staff offices. With the addi-
tional building, Dwelling Place will be able to serve even more women and children who are seeking safety.

Joyce has purchased “Messages of Reconciliation and Hope”--75 Years of Birthday Offerings 1922-1997, and placed
it in the Church Library for those interested in learning more about what has been done with donations in years past.
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Mission & Peacemaking

.athome and A 77 One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) provides funds for those affected by natural disasters—

: restoring hope through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 32%; reducing hunger through Presbyterian
Hunger Program 36%,; and partnering in progress through Self-Development of People 32%. In co-
operation with Community Life and with many thanks to them for organizing our Lenten Lunches Feb. 25 through
March 25 after worship, the congregation has been giving to OGHS in the donation cans and in the offering plates what
they might spend going out for lunch. The final Sunday for giving to OGHS is Easter Sunday. We’ll have a full report
of OGHS giving in the May newsletter. Certainly, this offering provides so much to so many in need here and around
the world. Thank you for your generosity.

Hand in Hand - Members of M&P have been meeting with members of the LV Jewish Community in our continuing
relationship to learn about an educational program in Israel called Hand-in-Hand. This ongoing 20 year program enrolls
Jewish and Palestinian students and is taught by Jewish and Palestinian teachers in Hebrew and Arabic. It began with
one school and there are now 6 such schools all with waiting lists for enrollees. As we know through the model of the
United World Colleges, when students learn, study and work together, they see each other as people—individuals, not
ideologies and doctrines. This approach to education may be one of the most promising ways forward for peace in the
region and we’d like to support it. So, this interfaith group is hosting a gathering in the FUPC Fellowship Hall on Sun-
day, April 22, from 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm to raise awareness about these schools and invite donations. The program will
include information about the schools, short video clips, stories of growing up in the area, and music. Mediterranean
hors d’oeuvres will be served and there will be time for discussion and questions. Please put this on your calendar and
plan to attend!

Iglesia Presbiteriana “Princepe de Paz” - Last fall M&P learned from Randy Campbell who had seen Pastor Miguel
Angel Gonzalez Ponce, that Princepe de Paz Church in Juarez would like to re-establish its long-standing relationship
with FUPC. Many will remember a number of mission trips from FUPC to Princepe de Paz made by this congregation,
and members of Princepe de Paz have visited FUPC. M&P contacted Pastor Miguel, who enthusiastically affirmed that
his congregation would very much like to renew and revitalize this relationship. Pastor Miguel and his congregation,
and M&P will develop some ways to make that happen. To begin, we will include Princepe de Paz in our prayers of the
people. If you have an interest in helping to develop this relationship, please contact M&P.

A Church Plans for Its Centennial

The Centennial Committee, consisting of Roy Carlson, Bob Wellborn, Dale Gerdeman,

[the Rev.] Al Juterbock and J.A. Schufle, met in November and drew up plans for celebrating
our 100™ anniversary in 1970. The date of organization of our church by John Annin was
March 20, 1870. We plan a special service on the Sunday nearest March 20, 1970 with as
many participants from the rest of the community as possible. A procession from the church to the Mission Church
and a ringing of the old bell in the original church belfry are planned.

The history of our church, “Preparing the Way,” has been written and 300 copies are to be published. Each church
family will receive a free copy. Extra copies will be sold for $3.00 each to help defray the cost of publication. Father
James Burke of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church ran the illustrations for the history on his press without charge
to us. We owe him our thanks for this service

-from the 1969 Annual Report of the Church
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Presbytery of Santa Fe Meeting Report
February 24,2018 9a.m.—5p.m. Covenant Presbyterian Church Albuquerque

Presbyter
“SanidFe The Presbytery of Santa Fe is focusing this year on the topic of uneven privilege for its program-
ming. Uneven privilege occurs across the demographic spectrum-race, gender, age, ability/
disability, economic status, social status, etc. Exploring this topic is challenging and requires careful
and thoughtful discourse. Each of us experience uneven privilege but being able to talk about it can be difficult. The
Reverend Judge Wendell Griffen, pastor of New Millennium Church in Little Rock and author of The Fierce Urgency

of Prophetic Hope, was scheduled to lead this discourse, but at the last minute was unable to attend. He will be with
us later this year.

We did pursue the discourse as a large group responding to a variety of prompts like privilege, racism, bias and disen-
franchisement designed to stimulate our thinking about uneven privilege led by Rev. Takako Terino and Rev. Brian
Merritt. We’ll receive a transcript of that session for our use. Then we moved to small groups to take a questionnaire
inventory to help us get a better sense of where we are on the privilege continuum and explore our individual gifting

as well as ways to narrow unjust privilege differentials we see every day. We might want to take this inventory at
FUPC sometime!

The scriptural basis for the Presbytery discussions this year is in Galatians: "There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is
no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus." Rev. Anna Taylor
Sweringen preached about privilege and Covenant presented the new Belhar Confession
banner (see below), which will join the nine banners for the other confessions hanging in
their sanctuary.

Moderator-Elect Jane Stringfellow from Santa Fe First was installed, and the 3 General As-

sembly Commissioners—Judy Belvin, Rev. Kathy Westmoreland and Nicole Castellano

MY were commissioned.

The next Presbytery of Santa Fe Meeting will be July 28 in Penasco. The Presbytery will
celebrate its 150™ Anniversary at Ghost Ranch October 20. PCUSA Stated Clerk Rev. J.
Herbert Nelson IT will attend.

Karyl Lyne, FUPC Presbytery Commissioner

Upcoming Meeting/Important Dates

April 22,2018 12:30 — 2:00 pm Hand-In-Hand Gathering (www.handinhandki2.org)

April 29, 201811:45 — 12:15 pm  Lift Club sharing of Border Ministry Mission Trip

May 5, 2018 9:30 — 3:30 pm Session Retreat at Rio Mora Wildlife Refuge

May 8, 2018 6:30 — 8:30 pm Stated Session meeting (combined April and May meetings)

i

PRI@) CHRISTIAN |
%ﬁ% EDUCATION Books Available Soon

Books for the next series of the Bible-Based Study for Adults and Youth will be available by the end of
April in the church office. The book, “The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity” by
Philip Jenkins, won the Christianity Today Book Award in the category of Christianity and Culture. Class
sessions will start on May 13 and run through July 22.
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'\ Clerk of Clerk’s Corner

:{‘/ Session The following includes highlights of action items taken by the Session in March 2018.
o

) Session donned the status of Pastor Emeritus to Rev. Randy Campbell, HR, with great thanks for all his

7 contributions to our church family. Randy often joins us for worship when he isn’t traveling!

Siobhan Croto has completed her training to become a Commissioned Pastor (formerly called Commissioned Ruling

Elder) and will be examined before the Presbytery this summer. We hope that presbytery will commission her to serve

our congregation as part of Los Mensajeros. Siobhan has already been filling in at the pulpit and serving our congrega-

tion in many ways.

Session will hold a retreat from 9:30 — 3:30 pm on Saturday, May 5, at the Rio Mora National Refuge to discern how we

move forward in mission. We will consider the results of our asset mapping at the Fall into the Future retreat. The top

five ideas were:

1. Technology/ Internet Classes, which could help community members prepare resumes, job applications, or learn
skills to help them find employment;

2. Community Cooking Classes, which some people suggested could be done in coordination with a meal offering or
delivery of yummy food to people who are unable to cook for themselves;

3. Adult Day Care for folks to gather for programming, crafts, fellowship, and refreshments.
4. English Language Learning education.
5. “1000 Douglas Social Club”—a community hospitality center.

Session allocated $1200 to the Highlands LIFT Club for their spring break trip to El Paso, March 10 — 17, 2018. Faculty
Advisor Carol Litherland and Christina Litherland are part of the group. Monies came from the Youth Fund, Mission
Trip Fund, and Women’s Travel Fund. The club will share their experiences on Sunday, April 29, 2018, during the
Minute for Mission and also during Fellowship.

As a preparatory step to the 150th anniversary of the founding of our parent congregation in Old Town, the Session de-
cided to pay off our mortgage. A check was sent for the balance of $48,646.66 on March 23. Members and friends who
have been contributing to the Building Fund or the 2020 Fund can continue to do so, with the understanding that future
contributions will be applied to major maintenance at the Douglas Avenue and Old Town church buildings.

The session also allocated funds to the major maintenance accounts for both the Douglas Avenue and Old Town church
buildings to enable the Buildings and Grounds committee to complete long-deferred projects at both locations in prepa-
ration for the 2020 anniversary.

The Trustees have placed the church's cash reserves in a small number of funds managed by the Vanguard Group, after
exploring options and getting the okay from Session. Money invested includes the balances from 16 designated funds
carried on the church's books to support activities such as major maintenance, the columbarium, mission trips, audio/
visual equipment improvements, and bell repairs, as well as bequests awaiting allocation to specific purposes.

Kudos

e Karyl Lyne for agreeing to take over as Clerk of Session with my upcoming departure.

e Mary Schipper, Linda Solyntjes, and Richard Lindeborg for their work on our church finances.

e Lisa Weinstein and Community Life, especially Nancy Ellington, Juli Salman, Jan Beurskens, and Judy Long, for
organizing the Lenten Soup Suppers, Easter breakfast, and all they do to enrich our lives.

e Christie Baskett and Worship and Music committee members, Rev. Katie Palmer, Karyl Lyne, Lisa Weinstein, Tom
Trigg, and Beth Urech, for Lenten and Easter services. Your efforts created very special and meaningful services.

e Robin Carlson and Building and Grounds committee members Bud Geng, Corky Halverson, Norm Spicer, Patrick
Rucker and Charlotte Wooten, for their maintenance and construction work on the “Gate,” the Mission Church, and
the Douglas Avenue facility.

e D.R. Palmer for his biweekly Deep and Wide ministry on Tuesday evenings at the Old Town Mission Community
Center.

Carol Linder, Clerk of Session
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Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast:

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship

Fellowship Hour following the worship service

THANK YOU for making this a special Lent and a wonderful celebration of Easter:
RN o
B ,‘:\* % __Soloists D.R. Palmer and Karyl Lyne (Good Friday), our dedicated choir under Karyl’s direction, and
accompanists Em Krall and Fred Salas.
--Dramatic readers Jim Croto and Patrick Rucker (Good Friday), Sunrise service readers Kent Reid and Lisa Weinstein,
and Easter worship leader Carol Linder.
--All of those who spent many hours preparing our sanctuary and the Mission Church, from donating and building the
gate to hanging banners and fabric to setting up chairs: Robin Carlson, Corky Halverson, Lisa Weinstein, Charlotte
Wootton, D.R. Palmer, George Dimsey (and a couple of his friends!).
--Community Life for organizing Lenten soup lunches and Easter breakfast.
--The church family that reaches across denominational lines to gather together in unity as we observed Maundy Thurs-
day and Good Friday, especially Rev. Madelynn Johnston and Rev. Rosemary Pierson.

Apologies in advance if I’ve inadvertently omitted anyone! --Pastor Katie

Communion is offered each Sunday from October 1
through Pentecost (May 20, 2018) and on the first
and third Sundays of each month from June through
September, We do not celebrate Communion on the
fifth Sunday of a month due to the addition of the |} :

Healing Liturgy to the service. ?""‘k"

- 1(&:prillBIjTtl(11days Deep and Wide
4th Tiigi S:rlmilson ¢ A Contemplative Service at the Old Town Mission
10" Alex Ditton © 5:15 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. - second and fourth Tuesdays
21 Art Trujillo at the Old Town Mission.
22" Frank Hager . _ .
24t Carrol Pearson This is an ecumenical gathering open to all,
30" Judy Long sponsored by FUPC.

Rebecca Geng : Questions? Call D.R. Palmer 303-775-7259



http://www.lvpresbyterian.org/
mailto:fupc.nm@gmail.com

