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PASTOR’S PONDERINGS

Regardless of one’s political philosophy, it’s clear that we’re living in a tumultuous time that will go down in the history
books. Many are protesting government actions and are involved in myriad campaigns to effect change in the country.
Others are pleased to see campaign promises being met. It is a time of divisiveness.

How do we, who are called by Christ to actively engage in actions of unity and peace, who are called to see Christ in
God’s people everywhere, negotiate what is going on around us?

I don’t have THE ANSWER, but if you are feeling called to respond to our current political environment, here are some
steps that I can pass on with some confidence:

1.

Stay grounded by spending time with God. Seek guidance in prayer, remembering that prayer is not just talking
to God, but listening for God in silence. This is hard for many of us to do, and if you are not in the habit of silent
contemplation, you will need to practice.

If you are angry with elected officials, remember that they are also God’s beloved children. All of them. Don’t
resort to name-calling or character-bashing; focus on the issues. Pray for the people who frustrate or infuriate
you; pray for yourself to have the mind of Christ.

Remember that those people who are on the opposite side of issues from you are also God’s beloved children.
Seek to understand their side of the story. A clergy friend of mine recently put two posts on his Facebook page.
The first said: If you have what would widely be considered a conservative point of view, without name calling,
what is one thing you wish “the other side” understood about conservatives? The second said: If you have what
would widely be considered a liberal point of view, without name calling, what is one thing you wish “the other
side” understood about liberals? He quickly had dozens of responses. For instance, from a few on the liberal
side: “That we are patriots, too.” “That many of us are deeply religious.” “That I live in fear regularly that my
rights will be taken away from me because of my sexual orientation.” And from the conservative side: “That
thinking that the government should not be doing a thing does not necessarily imply that we are against the thing
itself.” “I’m not racist, homophobic, xenophobic, anti-choice or climate denier.” The comments have revealed
for me what is hurtful to people who identify as both liberal and conservative, what is often misconstrued when
we talk about others’ views, and how I can see God’s image in all the respondents.

By all means, take action to peacefully work for God’s justice in the world (remembering steps 1-3). It is our
responsibility to do so. Making clear our stand against injustice is part of our heritage as members of the re-
formed faith. Just take a look at our Book of Confessions. In 1934, clergy from Lutheran, Reformed, and United
churches in Germany took a stand against “the errors of the ‘German Christians’ of the present Reich Church
government.” The result was The Confession of Barmen. In 1967, The United Presbyterian Church in the
United States of America [the forerunner to our Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)] spoke out in response to the Civil
Rights movement through The Confession of 1967, which called the church to “obedient action, particularly in
response to social problems such as racial discrimination, nationalistic arrogance, and family and class conflict.”
And most recently, in 2014, the PC(USA) voted to add The Belhar Confession to our Book of Confessions. Writ-
ten in the 1980’s, this document from South Africa stands against the practice of apartheid. Clearly, we have a
long history in our reformed faith of standing publicly for justice. With God’s Word as your guide, stand in this
long tradition.

Take care of yourself in the process. God’s will for us to live in unity and justice will prevail. And, yes, we are

called to help build that kingdom. But none of us is God; none of us can accomplish such change on our own.
All of us continue to need rest and renewal, laughter and relationship.

With thanks for all of you,
Pastor Katie
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The season of Lent begins on March 1 this year. This season is traditionally a time of prayer, fasting,
and self-examination between Ash Wednesday and Easter. Did you know that it lasts 40 days and does NOT include
the Sundays during this time? (We speak of the Sundays OF Advent, but the Sundays IN Lent.) Whereas Lent is a seri-
ous time of self-examination, Sundays remain, as always, a time to celebrate the risen Christ. Of course, since Sunday
is the day when we come together, we do acknowledge this season in our Sunday services during Lent and speak to the
meaning of the season during worship. And why 40? Well, the number 40 is biblically significant—the flood in Gene-
sis, Moses’ time on Mt. Sinai, Jesus’ time of testing in the wilderness, and others, all are recorded as lasting 40 days,
and of course, Moses’ people wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. You could say that there’s a strong Biblical tra-

dition of 40 being a standard time of trial—the time it takes for someone to experience or understand a revelation from
God.

SRIAN A Note About Per Capita
& _uJ_ % At the recent congregational meeting, someone posed a question about per capita. Per Capita is a financial
i = o oS ; . .
“ 6 b 2 contribution of individual churches, based on membership, to the connected bodies of our denomination, the

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

(Us A

The Westminster Confession of Faith says, “all believers are, therefore, under obligation to sustain the ordi-

nance of the Christian religion where they are already established, and to contribute by their prayers, gifts, and per-

sonal efforts to the extension of the Kingdom of Christ throughout the whole earth” (The Book of Confessions, 6.058).

Per Capita is a fundamental way in which all of the nearly 11,000 congregations and mid councils of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) are connected and participate in the work of the wider church.

Per Capita dollars undergird, support, and enable the missional work of the church and sustain the connected nature of
our denomination. As previously stated, Per Capita funds come from individual churches. A majority of these funds
are allocated to the presbytery—the local governing body (we are part of the Presbytery of Santa Fe); the remainder
goes to the synod—the regional body (we are part of the Synod of the Southwest) and to General Assembly—the na-
tional body of the church.

In some churches, members are asked to cover their per capita costs, in addition to their pledges. Here at FUPC, per
capita is included in the church budget (though no one would complain if everyone decided they’d like to cover their
per capita and free up those monies for something else). 2017 per capita is about $32 per person.

--with thanks to Rudy Laumbach for this information

Reminder to Hosts of Dinners for 6+2

The second round of Dinners for 6+2 is starting, Please try to get them in by the end of February.
Any questions? Contact Judy Long @ 429-0379

The Deacons would like to compile a list of interested folks to prepare meals for those in

! need, such as recent surgery, infirm, new baby, etc......
Let's get eery y

Please let Mary Schipper know if you are able and willing to participate. It would be a

C @é k n g very infrequent request, and you can always say "Not this time."

Phone: 505-429-0285 or email: starrschip@gmail.com.
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Statement From the Presbytery of Santa Fe

Presbytery
"aniafe The following statement was published in the Albuquerque Journal:

“The Presbytery of Santa Fe, a network of 41 Presbyterian Churches in the northern half of the state of

New Mexico, stands with immigrants, refugees, women, the LGBTQ community, Muslims, Jews, Af-
rican-Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics, those disabled, those suffering from sexual trauma, the poor, and all
who have heightened anxiety resulting from statements and promises articulated by the incoming administra-
tion. Members of our churches and neighbors of surrounding communities are communicating concern for them-
selves and others. Our denomination stands against hate and discrimination and we stand ready to support those liv-
ing on the margins. Though Presbyterians hold diverse political perspectives, our Presbytery and PC(USA) denomina-
tion speaks in one voice when it comes to the love and justice taught and embodied by Jesus.” Here is the link to the
article. http://abgjournal.pressreader.com/bookmark/7UKFJIPRXDYU

Progressive Dinner Progressing
Progressive dinner Saturday, Feb. 11th is fast approaching. Time is 4:30. We still need some
sign ups for help with appetizers, main dish and dessert. Don’t worry if you don’t sign up to
bring something, just bring yourself. We always have plenty of food.

e Festivities start at Joyce Litherland’s home for appetizers, 702 Lee Drive, 425-7733.
e Then we will progress to the church for the main course, hosted by Sharon and Bob Vander Meer.
e Dessert is the grand finale at Katie and D.R. Palmer’s, 1320 5th Street 303-775-7356.

Lenten Lunches

We will continue with the custom of a soup and bread lunch after church on each Sunday of
Lent, starting March 5. We suggest that you consider this a “sacrificial meal” and make a dona-
tion to One Great Hour of Sharing in place of going out to lunch that day. Sign up sheets for
soup and bread will be available soon. Keep your eyes open and get out those soup recipes.

Lenten
Lunches

Yo pIa T THE GO Ye¥ When FIATed, T gronE

s g&é é Mustard Seed Grant Proposals
PO ’\\\\‘ﬁ 4 We are accepting Mustard Seed Proposals now, due by March 15th. Must be innovative, goal
AN %’@%@ 4 directed, church-related ideas consistent with the church’s mission statement. This fund is seen
?@fﬁﬁ 1 as providing seed money or one time expenses, not for ongoing budget support. Proposals with
=7 budget can be submitted to church office, emailed to fupc.nm@gmail.com or mailed to 1000
1 Douglas. The flyer with more information will be available by Feb. 7.
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\‘%!l;: Lz = EDUCATION Adult and Youth Class is Winding Up Its Study of Islam

During February, the Sunday morning class for adults and youth is finishing up its discussion of the second edition of
the book Islam: a Very Short Introduction by Malise Ruthven — part of the Oxford series of Very Short Introductions.

The author has written “for many years now — and especially since 9/11 — there has been much strongly felt disagree-
ment about what Islam is. Is it a religious faith like Christianity, where theological notions such the Incarnation or the
Trinity (rejected by Muslims) or the ‘messengership’ of Muhammad (denied by Christians) can be accounted for as
variations between different groups of believers? Or does Islam amount — in Ernest Gellner’s phrase — to a ‘blueprint
for a social order’, an alternative model to the liberal consensus, which confronts our democracies with a challenge as
severe as the totalitarian movements of the 20th century?” The text for this series addresses these and other issues.
Previous class sessions have been devoted to the geographic spread of Islam since its founding, the difference between
the Islamic religion and Islamisist politics, The life of Muhammad and the origins and structure of the Quran, the in-
tended unity of the faith versus its many historic and present divisions, and Shari’a law and its consequences.

The final three sessions will cover women and family, jihad, and the five pillars of Islam.

Ruthven is an Anglo-Irish academic and writer. Born in Dublin in 1942, he earned an MA in English Literature at
Cambridge University, before working as a scriptwriter with the BBC Arabic and World Service, and a consultant on
Middle Eastern affairs. He earned his PhD in Social and Political Sciences from Cambridge University. Having pur-
sued a career as a writer, journalist and teacher, he focuses his work on religion, fundamentalism, and especially Is-
lamic affairs. In 2004, London's Prospect magazine ranked Malise Ruthven among the 100 top public intellectuals in
Britain.

He has taught Islamic studies, cultural history and comparative religion at the University of Aberdeen, Scotland, Birk-
beck College, University of London, UC-San Diego, Dartmouth College and Colorado College.

Upcoming reading assignments are

e Feb. 12 Ch. 5: Women and Family
e Feb. 19 Ch. 6: The Two Jihads
e Feb. 26 Appendix-The Five Pillars of Islam

Class sessions are Sunday Mornings at 9:30 in the Session Room. Breakfast is served at 8:30.

The cost of the book is $9 (available from Richard Lindeborg). A Kindle edition is also available

Lenten Study

7 | Starting March Sth, Pastor Katie will lead a Lenten Study class on Sunday mornings.
Stay tuned for detalils.........

Study

Series

P % ? Evelyn Irish was a lifelong member of our church, whose parents joined the church in 1905
Dld ‘0“ Klmw? and built a home on Fifth Street. She remembered that as a little girl she walked from her
9 n ouse over to Sixth Street to get on the electric trolley to ride down to church. The trolley
. J ?' driver would tinkle the bell for her as they came slowly down the hill, turned left at Douglas
and circled over by the Castaneda Hotel. Often, she would ride to the end of the line at the
State Hospital (Now the Behavioral Health Institute) and get out in front of the church on the return trip.
Preparing The Way by J.A. Schufle
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Getting to Know Lisa Weinstein
By Sharon Vander Meer

Lisa and Mike Weinstein, and their three children moved to Las Vegas several months
ago for Mike’s job at Fort Union. She and her daughters quickly immersed themselves in
the life of the church, participating in many activities and events.

Lisa said after she graduated from high school she took some college courses, but enjoys her role as a stay-at-home
mom.

She grew up in Pearsall, Texas, southwest of San Antonio. “Pearsall is a small town but it is close enough to San
Antonio to have made it bearable living there. There are mostly farmers and ranchers. My BFFs growing up are
still my BFFs.”

She said in Texas, football was KING. “Thursdays and Fridays we went to the game no matter where it was. Satur-
day was college (A&M games) for my family, and Sunday was Dallas Cowboys.”

She said as children they were able to play outside all day; most of the time their mother didn't even know where
they were. “We always came home for lunch and knew when to come home for supper. We played hide and seek
or as we called it "commandos" at night. We rode bicycles and horses. It was a great place to grow up.”

Prior to coming to FUPC, Lisa served in her church as a Deacon and as a member of the Congregational Life,
Christian Education and Worship committees, and taught K-5th grade Sunday School.

Since coming to FUPC she has joined the Worship and Music Committee. “I think worship is the most important
part of the church and I like to be a part of making our service meaningful to all.” She said she also plans to join
the Community Life Committee because she enjoys being part of planning fun events for members.

In her spare time Lisa enjoys painting, hiking, camping and travel. “I also love basketball and football but since we
don't have TV I don't get to watch unless we go to Dick's.”

When asked what she would like people to know about her, Lisa said, “Moses is my most favorite person in the
Old Testament and he is one of the first persons I want to meet when I go to heaven.”

Lisa is most proud of her and Mike’s adoption of their three kids. “There is a lot of paperwork! Between our social
workers and the INS, they know more about us than our families do. You must have faith and patience to adopt.”

One of the things that attracted her to join the church is that most everyone is involved and active in the church.

Lisa has already demonstrated her creativity and commitment. She and her family are a welcome addition to our
FUPC family.
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= Las Vegas NM 87701
 505-425-7763
Website: www.lvpresbyterian.org
Facebook: Las Vegas First United Presbyterian (NM)
Email:fupc.nm@gmail.com
Sunday Schedule

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship

Fellowship Hour following the worship service

Need More Room In Those Overcrowded Closets??

Samaritan House Cold Weather Shelter is always appreciative of gently used
coats/jackets, that can be distributed to its clients in need of extra warmth. Just
drop them by the church library, and they will find their way to someone who
might need them. Thanks!

Samaritan House Food Donations
;VOV‘V‘V‘V'V‘V‘:
< »
» February Birthdays ¢ January Peanut Butter and Jelly
: : February Pasta and Sauce
@ 3 Charlotte Wooton P March Canned Meats, Tuna, Chicken, Stew
: 4th Alan Ayers : April Boxed potatoes or other boxed entrée
» 5" Lynda Smith < May Rice and Beans
: Oth Morgen Lopez : June Flour and Sugar
@| 17t  Christie Baskett » July Soup
: 22nd  Joe Estrada : August Dry milk, Oatmeal or other cereals
A 4 ¢ September Canned milk, canned vegetables
; : October Peanut Butter and Jelly
AL AL AL AL AL AL A 1 1 November Pasta and Sauce
December Canned meats, tuna, chicken, stew
This list is a guideline for food donations but Samaritan House
welcomes any food or cash donations at all times.
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