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D.R. and I just returned from a vacation in downeast Maine.  As you might expect, it was beautiful there.  We spent time 

in Acadia National Park and on Schoodic Island.  We took a ferry ride and walked on rocky beaches.  We ate lobster and 

salmon and scallops and way more dessert than we should have.  We relaxed and read novels.  All of that was wonder-
ful. 

 

But maybe what I’ll most remember about this trip was the time we spent enjoying and rekindling long-time friendships.  
In Proverbs we read that “a friend loves at all times” (17:17) and that we shouldn’t forsake our friends (27:10).  This trip 

taught me that we can continue to love friends even when they are far away and even when it feels like a friendship has 

been forsaken. 

 

We arrived in Boston and were greeted by friends who live there.  Anker and I have known each other since we were 

children, and it was Anker who introduced D.R. and me to each other.  We have kept in touch with Anker and his wife 
over the years; our families have become families to each other.  These are friends we see as often as we can, but even 

when we don’t get a chance to be together, we are able to pick up where we left off.  God has certainly given us this gift 

of long friendship and deep appreciation for that gift. 

 

On this trip, I also had the chance to reconnect with friends I’d not seen in decades.  We stayed at a Bed and Breakfast 

owned by my high school friend David.  David and I became friends during years of shared choir and band experiences. 

I graduated a year ahead of David, and quickly lost touch with him.  Then we reconnected over Facebook a couple of 
years ago and I discovered he ran this B&B in Maine.  We hadn’t seen each other in over 40 years, but you’d never 

know it as we spent time filling in that 40 years of blanks.  Should you visit Maine and see a kilted guy playing bagpipes 

on the cliffs of the national park, that’s David.  As David, D.R. and I talked each morning and evening, I wondered why 
it is we can renew friendships divided by decades of separation and change, but we can have such trouble forging friend-

ships with people from whom our divisions are not time, but politics, religion, and appearance.  

 

A harder disconnect for me was losing touch with my friend Pamela.  Like David, Pamela had been a friend in junior 

high and high school; we’d gotten closer as the years went by and had managed to stay in touch for a few years after 

college.  But life took me west to Colorado and took Pamela to the east coast.  For probably 20 years I had no idea 
where she was living.  We reconnected a decade ago after a medical event in Pamela’s life prompted her to reach out to 

old friends, but I’m afraid I did not maintain that connection.  I knew, though, that she was teaching at a small college in 

Maine, so I reached out to her when we planned our trip.  We arranged for D.R. and me to visit her.  When she opened 

the door and we saw each other after 30 or 35 years—her dark hair a little gray now and my laugh lines much more 
prominent—she looked deeply at me and said, “It’s really you,” before embracing me in a warm hug.  The failed at-

tempts at maintaining a closer friendship were forgiven in an instant.  We didn’t hesitate to launch into deep conversa-

tion.  It was so hard to say goodbye at the end of the evening.  Perhaps this visit is a bit of a metaphor for our relation-
ship with God.  When we have gaps in our time with God, we may hesitate to reconnect.  But the gap will be forgotten 

in an instant and the focus will be on the depth of the connection.  Every time. 

 

It was a blessing to share friendship during this vacation time and to know I was coming home to newer friendships 

here.  
 
With thanks for all of you,  

Pastor Katie 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
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Worship Tidbits From Pastor Katie 
We move into October with a focus on bread—spiritual bread as well as physical bread.  Our worship 
on October 7 will celebrate World Communion Sunday, reminding us that Christians the world over 

gather to share in the feast that Christ prepares for us.  Here at FUPC, this worship service moves us 

into a time of weekly communion through Pentecost Sunday next June.   Now, you may have noticed that I leave a rather 

messy communion table after we’ve enjoyed the bread and cup of renewed life.  Occasionally a server will reach over to 
place a napkin back on the bread or the lid back on the stack of cup trays.  But not me.  I very much want the remnants of 

the feast to be a visible sign for us—of God’s abundance that, like the 5000 fed on the Galilean seashore, there are al-

ways leftovers to share; of God’s hospitality and nurture for us, regardless of how we’ve lived our lives or in what state 
we arrive at the table; of God’s love, which fills us over and over again; and of the reality that a Christian life is a messy 

one, full of crumbs and spills, but a glorious feast nonetheless.  

 

 

Book Of The Month Gathering With Pastor Katie 

This new opportunity to discuss a thought-provoking book will take off on October 9!  We’ll meet at 
6:30 p.m. in the Old Town Mission Community Center.  You’re welcome to come for our Taizé service 

at 5:15 and stay for the book discussion, or just arrive at 6:30.  Please feel free to bring a sack supper.   

 

Our October book will be Jerry Herships’ Last Call: From Serving Drinks to Serving Jesus.  You can order the book 

from Amazon or perhaps borrow it from someone who has it and has already read it.  Herships is a United Methodist 

pastor  whose community meets in Denver bars and hands out food to the homeless in the park.  He says that, as the 

community has grown, he’s “watched as people redefined what church is and watched people’s lives change from either 
serving or being served.  But I’m still not exactly sure who is changing whom.”   

 

We’ll take a few minutes during this meeting to decide on a regular time for our discussions and what the format of our 
meetings will be.  The book is a quick read, so you still have time to read it! 

 

--Pastor Katie    

 

Mustard Seed Silent Auction 

It’s that time of year again when we start to gear up for fall activities and one of those is the Enchilada 

Dinner on Thursday, October 11. This is the biggest fundraiser for Mustard Seed and part of the dinner is 

a silent auction. Please start thinking of what you might like to donate or ask a local business to donate. 
We can start collecting items and store them in the library. This is a major mission and evangelism out-

reach of our church.  

If you would like to serve on the committee that helps with the silent auction, publicizes the request for 

grant proposals and evaluates and awards grants, please contact Judy Long. 505-429-0379 or longfam@newmexico.com 

 

The city and town of Las Vegas combined into a single entity in 1970, the 100th anniversary of Presbyte-
rianism in our community.  Our church looked forward to the future:  “Perhaps our church, which is so 

fortunate in having members from both cultures, can take a leading part in helping to build the new and 

greater Las Vegas.  Perhaps all our efforts up to now have been but preparing the way for this great new 

calling for our church.” 
--Preparing the Way:  History of the first 100 Years 

   of Las Vegas Presbyterian Church by J. A. Schufle 
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Thank you to all the members of the Buildings and Grounds Crew: Corky Halverson, Don Owens, Norm 
Spicer, and Charlotte Wootton, for their hard work and time in getting the new windows installed at the 

OTM.  Also a wonderful thank you to Dianne Lindsay for her help installing as well.   

  

And to the support team of Pat Halverson and Susan Apodoca for keeping us going with lunches.  If you 
want to work hard and eat well (sandwiches, pizza, soup, sloppy joes, shepherds pie, chicken )  come join our B & G 

committee - oops, I mean crew.    Robin 

 

 

The World That Produced The Bible and The World The Bible Produced  
 
October 7 marks the final session of the Bible-Based Class for Adults and Youth’s study of the book Who Wrote the Bi-

ble by Richard Elliott Freidman. 

Previous sessions have dealt with how historical events and beliefs in three ancient time periods helped shape how writ-

ers understood God’s message for God’s people. 

¶ The first, from 1200 to 722 BCE, ended with the fall of the kingdom of Israel to the Assyrians. 

¶ The second, from 700 to 587 BCE, ended with the Babylonian exile. 

¶ The third, from 587 to 400 BCE, ended when Nehemiah completed rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem.  

The final session deals with how the Bible that emerged from these three eras of inspiration and discernment affected the 

Bible’s picture of the relationship between God and human kind from that time forward, even into the New Testament 

era. 

Learning To See As The Mystics See, A New Class Series For Fall 
 

A new series led by D.R. Palmer will begin on October 14, based on the book The Naked Now: Learning To See As the 
Mystics See by Richard Rohr.  We will explore together a way of non-dual seeing that is not about choosing, deciding, 

evaluating, or judging. It sees the world just as it is in this very moment, not “either-or” but “both-and”: both good and 

bad, both dark and light, both us and them, both joy and suffering. We will learn what it means to be a mystic, one who 
seeks the inner experience of God rather than individual perfection. This class is not so much about teaching new facts 

(although there are new facts to learn) as it is about speaking to our hearts, preparing for that leap of recognition of what 

has always been there, which now we see. 
 
This six-week series runs through November 18. Books are available in the church office for $10.00 

Classes are at 9:30 Sunday morning in the east wing, right after the Jump Start Breakfast at 8:30.  

 

Presbyterian Women Thank Offering 

Fall weather reminds women of the church that it's time to make Presbyterian Women Thank Offerings. For 

130 years Presbyterian Women have joyfully expressed gratitude for God's blessings by sharing those bless-
ings with those in need at home and around the world    The Thank Offering funds programs that provide education, 

safe housing, clean water, health care, help for prisoners, justice for women, and so much more.   

 
An overview of the 2017 recipients will be on the bulletin board of the west hallway, along with a touching story about 

a Thank Offering grant recipient.  Thank Offering envelopes are on the Action Table in the Narthex, or you may get 
one from Joyce.  All offerings must be made by November 30th.  Put "PW  Thank Offering" on the memo line of 

checks. Please support the PW Thank Offering generously. 
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Committee Chairs/Coordinators 

Buildings and Grounds – Robin Carlson 
Christian Education – Richard Lindeborg and Katie Palmer 

Columbarium – Judy Long 

Community Life -  Lisa Weinstein 
Interpretation & Support (I&S - Finances) – Richard Lindeborg and Van Swan 

Joint Operating Team (JOT) at Old Town Mission  – Tom Trigg and D.R. Palmer 

Mission and Peacemaking (M&P) – Pat Halverson 
Mustard Seed – Judy Long 

Nominating – Van Swan 

Personnel – Deb Reid 

Worship and Music (WAM) – Christie Baskett 
2020 Anniversary Planning/New Initiatives – Denice Spicer 

Deacons – Mary Schipper 

Fall Colors are Red, Green, and Mustard –  

It’s Time for Enchiladas and Grants!  

With October comes our 20th Enchilada Dinner to support Mustard Seed Grants.  As of this 
year, our church has helped the community raise more than $151,000 for worthy causes, with 

more than $5,000 coming from last year’s dinner alone. 

Church members have been out selling tickets since mid-September, in hopes of breaking the 

magic 400 attendee number – a realistic goal in recent years.  But dinners served tells only half the story.  The mere 
existence of the dinner reminds people of Mustard Seed Grants.  Some buy tickets and do not attend freeing up the 

entire ticket price for grants.  Some attend, but pay for two tickets with a $50 bill to support grants even more.  

Some mail in checks at various times during the year or put a designated gift in the collection plate. Whatever the 
source, it all adds up to generous support of the grants.  The revenue comes from the community and goes to work 

in the community. 

This year’s grants went mainly educational programs for public school children, including summer workshops in 
music and art at Highlands University, school supplies for West Las Vegas Schools (provided by the Sangre de 

Cristo Sunrise Kiwanis club), philosophy books for students attending workshops by United World College stu-

dents, and the afterschool program at the SPOT (Old Town Mission Community Center).  Another grant went to 

Samaritan House to upgrade its data collection system.  

So, now is the time to sell any remaining tickets (there are more in the church office), or to sign up to work at the 

dinner (the sign-up sheet is by the door to the kitchen), or to talk up the dinner with your friends.    

This year’s dinner will be on Thursday, October 11, in the Flamingo Room of the Hillcrest Restaurant.   
Hours of service are 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 7 p.m.   

Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children.  
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Memorial Garden 

We have added four names to the memorial plaque: Peter Swan, Alnita Baker, Albert Gonzales, and  Lucille Van 

Horn.   Please come see the garden and say a prayer.  If you are interested in the memorial plaque or columbarium for 
future planning, please see Judy Long or Tom Trigg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events - October, November, December 
 
October 6th----Hike at the Las Vegas National Wildlife Refuge. The hike is about 2 miles and is an 

easy hike. If you have any questions about the hike call Debbie Pike (505)425-3581 ext. 205 

 Meet at the visitor center at 4:00 p.m. 

 Bring: water, sunscreen, bug spray, hat, jacket. LVWR will provide binoculars for everyone 
 
October 7th----World Communion Sunday with an International Potluck after service. Please bring a dish to share. 
 
November 2nd---Movie night starting at 6:30 p.m. The film,  Serving Life, is about hospice care in our prison system. 

Community life will provide popcorn & drinks. 
 
November - Community life will be making pumpkin pies for Thanksgiving. There will be a signup sheet in Fellowship 

Hall. We will let you know the cost and pickup time as we get closer to November. 
 
December 1st---2nd annual Chili Cook Off. Stay tuned for more details to come. 
 
December 8th---Annual Christmas Luncheon at Charlie’s @ 11:30 a.m. 
 
Please feel free to share ideas you might have for an activity you would enjoy. We are always looking for new ideas & 

new members!  
 
Community Life meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Charlieôs at 7:30 a.m. 

 

 

A Message From Mary Oviatt 

 

I'm headed back home to Iowa! The name of the Elder Care three-tier facility is United Presbyterian 

Home in Washington, Iowa, which has a long history of existence and is located in the county seat for 
Washington County.  I'm just 35 miles from the University of Iowa and a highly respected medical facility known for 

their research.  An ambulance ride vs an airlift. Like Las Vegas, Washington, Iowa has the appearance of a county seat.   

 
My new address, effective October 1st, is: 
 
Mary A. Oviatt 

1203 East Washington Street, Apt. 341 

Washington, Iowa 52353 
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1000 Douglas Avenue 
PO Box 37 

Las Vegas NM 87701 

505-425-7763 

Website: www.lvpresbyterian.org 

Facebook: Las Vegas First United Presbyterian (NM) 

Email:fupc.nm@gmail.com 

Sunday Schedule 

8:30 a.m. - Jumpstart Breakfast:  

9:30 a.m. - Bible Based Study 

10:30 a.m. - Sunday Worship   

Fellowship Hour following the worship service 

First United Presbyterian Church 

October Birthdays  

3rd Linda Cunningham 

6th Rod Billingsley 

7th Chad Boliek 

John McCord 

Norman Spicer 

12th  Katie Linder 

13th Siobhan Croto 

Deep and Wide 

A Contemplative Service at the  

Old Town Mission 
 

5:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. - Second and Fourth Tuesdays  
at the Old Town Mission Church 

 
This is an ecumenical gathering open to all,  

sponsored by FUPC. 

Questions? Call D.R. Palmer 303-775-7259  

Communion is offered each Sunday from October 7 
through Pentecost (June 9, 2019) and on the first and 

third Sundays of each month from June through Sep-

tember. We do not celebrate Communion on the fifth 

Sunday of a month due to the addition of the Healing 

Liturgy to the service.  

 

Thank you, everyone, for your thoughts, prayers, and cards on 

the occasion of D.R.'s mother's death.  It felt good to know you 
were with us in spirit as we prepared for the service and cele-

brated her life. --Katie and D.R. 

http://www.lvpresbyterian.org/
mailto:fupc.nm@gmail.com

