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What a marvelous celebration our really going to be dipping into that money
church just had! | am so sorry | was out seriously by the end of the year! | can't
of town and had to miss it. But how emphasize enough how important it is
blessed we are that Dale Gerdeman's that you catch up on your estimates of
father--many years ago--had the fore- giving!
sight to set up an endowment which pro- And still more on a serious financial

Thanks to all our vides us with income 4 time a year. We note, we did budget that many of you
committee members  get it aside in "The Gerdeman Fund", would pay your own per capita taxes this
and everyone else in anq that had grown sufficiently to cover year. Regardless of whether you give to

the congregation who 4 our dedication weekend expenses! Thankthis or not, our church will have to pay $30 for
worked so hard to | vy Mr. Gerdeman, and | hope some of our every single member on our rolls last December
make the dedication resent members also have the foresightto 31, whether you are actively participating or
events such a suc-|  |eave endowments to our church for the memnot. It would really help our cause if each of
cess. bers down the line when we are no longer hegmu could consider a small extra gift of $30
Thanks to Gay and| to support it! sometime before the end of the year to help us
Diego for leading the ~ On a less happy note, we are now falling pay this bill, which is the money that funds the
Youth Lock-In and to behind on our pledged giving. The annual giftgoverning bodies of our denomination--General
the Youth for particir given at the first of the year are no longer carixssembly, the Synod, and the Presbytery.

pating in Building ing us! And our expenses are pretty well fixed, | hope | will be able to give you better news
Dedication Open so the General Fund is currently $9807 in thenext month. Until then, thanks to each of you
House. red! | know--you say we budgeted to take for all you do to make FUPC the wonderful spiri-

$16,000 out of our reserves--but folks, 5/12 ofual home that it is.
$16,000 is only $6666! At this rate we are Love, Joyce
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Citing deep concerns for the health, edacatwesll-being of the world's children, aroasaiymor has made a gift of
$510,456 to undergird the deployment of seuaissioevworkers. The much appreciated dosagoaived through the
Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts & Hands giktig k).

According to his pastor, the donor thhdlyfaitd believes strongly in the universeaslauvehicle of God's work in the
world. His generous gift provides supportdonmoidsers who will be serving in the CongRijdap8takistan and Poland.
They will be attending the PC(USA)’s comprehientawen program prior to departing the tatagetb Serve in the fields
of health, education, and church growth.

This half-million-dollar gift brings tan8intkex of new mission personnel who have bdesiricadAIJHH was launched
at the 2002 General Assembly. The five-yellio§401dtiH campaign has underwritten bothrmewmatemission person-
nel and church development in the United Stetelslyaracial-ethnic and immigrant congregation

Read morefstp://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08449.htm
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The following is part of a message from Rukimatalaétton, who attended this church for
many years before moving to Montana and wigotodtas¥egas to attend our recent building
dedication events:

“A note of appreciation for a splendid veéeledetatation at the church! How happy we-were
to have been present and part of the scene!

“We know there were lots of details tadtehchuch time and effort involved on the part of |
many, so be sure to pass along our thankswaala joy to re-connect.”

So, a huge thank you to everyone involved - attekéegs, and well wishers! # % &
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Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, edudersitan hous-
ing ministry dedicated to eliminating substansiag] hnd to
making decent shelter for everyone a mattaiericoasd
action. Habitat invites people of all raceguatkagnd relig-
ions to build houses together. The organizksiom paytner-
ship with families who have serious housinguobeals those
who are unable to meet high rental paymergs,vandhare
living in unsafe or inadequate conditions.

Habitat for Humanity, International wad iiol®dé, and
has built over 100,000 houses in the US ahcesixinér
countries, providing more than 500,000 peo@dhami000
communities with safe, decent, affordable @usslres Ve-
gas group received its affiliation in Februgrgnd9tas built
eighteen new homes and completed fourteen estistiegto
houses. They have helped with the housing thégylsved
low-income families consisting of fifty adiifitg-aiytht chil-
dren.

Applicants for a house must meet the fibiteiogteria:

1. They must have a serious housing need.

2. Their gross income must fall within 25%ftdh&0%

[ 0 &"%

median income of San Miguel County (varieg by far

size).

3. They must be willing to partner with theaorgani
tion and have the ability to repay the no-interest
mortgage on the finished home.

Partnership involves the family fulfilangnatd num-
ber of “sweat equity” hours prior to the ststratton on
their own home. This may consist of helphegosith t
struction of another home, helping with fureirargs)g
serving on committees, etc. Then, volunteerthwioek
future homeowners to build or renovate housesewhic
then sold to family partners at no profit,imgheso
charged on the mortgage. The money from fleashle o
house goes into a revolving fund that suppettsifding
projects.

If you or someone you know have a serious kedsing n
and believe you may be eligible for assistadrae e
gas Affiliate of Habitat for Humanity may lieccbgtac
phone (505-454-4434), ehsdithtlv@yahoo.¢anregu-
lar mail (PO Box 2933, Las Vegas, NM 877(dfjiceTike
located at 714 National Avenue in Las Vegas.
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Did you know that our church has no flower Didiget?
know that flowers can be a part of worshipgagidriyrio
God? Did you know that whenever we do hawdloeer
cause someone has shared from their garden oAhgenda
reminder to all that when you have flowergandewyror flow-
ers that you have received for an anniverstgayr dv spe-
cial occasion, please bring them to churcheattieshéor the
worship service. (Then you can take thenaibackAnd
you can dedicate your flowers in honor or msomepoég,

)$ $ $w#

The next First Friday Flicks will be showragnAEgdst 1,
7pm at Faith Hall. The film will be “BillyTHeat{ynopsis

There is nursery care during church servicedarizhb
children up to kindergarten age. We now havg sypag
tem, so all parents will get a pager when tlodfytkdeap
child and can be notified if they are needediisehe

1%

just let Tom know in time for the bulletints &ttwlhws®d much to of this moving film is included below.

our Sunday morning worship.

% .
A wall or structure containing niches, or sreallispahich an
urn with created remains of a loved one magtheVgaare
planning one for the courtyard of our churachitlalamgedita-
tion garden. Stay tuned for lots more defatisrirssue of
this newsletter.

When 11-year-old Billy Elliot (Jamie Bell)drades b
ing school for ballet lessons, his father (Ggry Lew
is less than pleased. The hardworking miner from
Northern England despises the idea of his son run-
ning around in toe shoes, but when the boy wins an
audition for the Royal Ballet School, he exparience
change of heart. Soon, he becomes a strikebreaker
to raise money for the audition in director Stephen
Daldry's Oscar-nominated drama.
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3. Shabbat Worship and Potluck dinner, then
conversation with Rabbi at Beth Shalom Tenaple, Sant
Fe about Jewish worship, symbols, etc.. (3/7)

4. Discussion of Temple experience, then of Je-
sus’ time, archaeological artifacts from toéestign
Era, talk about the early Church (3/16).

7/6  1ath Sunday in Ordinary Time—Communion 5. Native American perspectives, presented by
P_reac_her R_ev. Ran(_jy Campbell Dr. Gene Wiggins, Presbyterian Elder and mimaber of
Ll_turglst Richard Lindeborg Cowlitz people of Southern Washington StateldGene
Piano Fred Salas a story about the stars and the need to waek togeth

. . . 6. “Down and Out in Las Vegas” Forum on Pov-

7/13 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time erty, then walk along river, snack to%ethgr@u@am
Preacher To be announced (4/6)

Ll_turglst Don Monnheimer 7. Slides of “wonders” of the world, then of
Piano Fred Salas places in the Holy Land mentioned in the BisBd bo
) ) ) ) and New Testaments. (4/27)

7/20 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Communion 8. Dinner at Chad Boliek’s house and discussion
Preacher ~ Rev. Randy Campbell about the universe, complete with pictures ffom the
Liturgist Paul Wilson bell telescope. After dark we got to see Shthen an
Piano Em Krall moon up close through Chad'’s telescope.

9. Discussions with Mentors about faith issues,

7/27 17th Sunday in Ordinary T|me then Sharing of |earnings (5/18)

Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 10. Trip to ABQ, to see the movie “Prince Cas-
Liturgist Rosie Lopez pian” (from the Chronicléaofidy C.S. Lewis) and
Piano Em Krall overnight at Menaul School. After Charlie Rible_LY

Deacon of the Month

Sharon Vander Meer

Elder of the Month

Richard Lindeborg

* 23,
n %_

The students participating in the Confirmagitegzlasneeting in
February and are coming to the end of thisggranrs.pThe origi-
nal schedule has gone through many necessary, flevidiere’s
an outline of what's been happening:

1. Initial class — Introductions and shatioy (2/
2. Old Testament — Discussion of Hebrew lamgjuage a

up, we had a tour of campus, visited the Pretbytery
Santa Fe office and talked with Rev. Jim €8llies-ou
bytery Executive about our church governmésit. We v
ited the “Church History Tree”, then in therafterno
went to an amusement park. After dinner iloBeznali
went to Santa Fe to St. Elias Orthodox Chua¢hdo se
icons, attend the Vespers service and talkDitlitritr.

The confirmands also chose adult mentiies from
congregations to be their “special friendiraliafigr
the confirmation process. There will be oneetinge m
of the class, perhaps a camp-out, with tinkeatoothiin
the past activities and learnings and to dettideavhe
not the students want to become members oftthe chur
at this time. Whether or not they join thenolyrtie
young people will continue to meet, learn, sexship,
and play together.

The students include Charlie LindenaChri
Litherland, Nick Monnheimer, Mack Salman, and Robin
Seto-Ediger. Adult advisors/mentors are Cahdih, Bak
Rod Billingsley, Randy Campbell and Gay Veit.

scripture and stories, how God works to brieggoadaf bad
situations people of the O.T. found themsgVa4$)in.

(continued in next column)
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Rev. Frank Yates, pastor of St. Andrew ¢

in Albuquerque, is Moderator of the Presbyt

Santa Fe. (I understand he’s also married tg

Sharon, daughter of Rev. Don Wales, a pre

pastor of this congregation). “Moderator’” m

he’s been elected by the members of Presb

to chair the Presbytery meetings for a year,
sent us at special services and events in theRrgsbs take care o
other details of our life together. Recentlydw gee following mes-
sage. It contains good news, reason for aelebriatiey God is at wo
in this area of New Mexico:

“The GA (General Assembly) just publishedee lstifgiving presby
teries in our denomination. Did you know thaeFaresbytery may f
small in numbers but we are incredibly generous?
Here is how we rank (in giving, per year):

Second in per member giving to Shared Miggidrn($L0.24
per member);

Second in per member giving to Special C#¥Esi8gper
member);

First in per member giving to Other Appe20sp@lvhem-
ber);

First in per Member giving in 2007 ($43.édipern)rh

He goes on to say that Presbyterians are “dpdndpm=ar minded an
generous”.

This church ranks first in per-membergivisgjan Santa Fe Pres}

bytery, which means that your generosity andeansroutstanding
in relation to all the churches in the denomilirasiasinot a reason fq
pride, but for praise. It's yet another silja 8tit of God is very
much alive and active in and through this dongrdgsts pray the
Spirit will continue to bless us with the geverosity even in increa
ingly difficult economic times.

Here are a couple lines from a letter Ratd thisogenerous churg
in Philippi (Philippians 4:17 and 19): “Nuotltatihg for hand-outs,
but I do want you to experience the blesssgakdtom generos-
ity....You can be sure that God will take canglohgweu need, his
generosity exceeding even yours in the glowyrshabm Jesus. Our
God and Father abounds in glory that just poto®tarity.” Amen!
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: e are only halfway through the year and already
8 Hg United States has experienced an unusually higl
yt@ mber of devgstatmg §torms — in the Carolinas,
reZ) )ss the Plains, and in the most recentyloods ra
ging the Midwest. Tremendous damage has been

done, many have been injured or died. But God has
rkequipped the PC(USA) and Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) to stand ready to offer hmpe in th
midst of this chaos.

PDA has issued a special appeal for damations
“meet the unprecedented 27 disaster assistance re-
P€quests from 20 Presbyteries in the last five months
What has been given already through One Great
Hour of Sharing has been able to allow adequate
response to current requests but the expected wave
of requests from the flooding in the Midveest will t
those resources.

Gifts from individuals and families matytbe sen
PDA through the church. If you can help with a
monetary gift, write your check to First l@sited Pr
byterian Church, mark it for PDA on the naté line a
place it in the collection plate on Sundayas®ther
getitin to the office. Donations will belatetsoli

’ and sent from the church. Thank you for yeur gener

osity.

There is part of us that
r says it is never too late to be reborn
on the inbreath each morning.

Somewhere there is a basket
that contains all our failures.
It is a big basket. It wants to know
what to do with these.
Mercy has no use for them.

from "There is an Elemental Love"

by Stephen Levine in Breaking the
Drought: Visions of Grace.
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In Mexico, like in the United States, pobi@dacation is supposed to be free. Dssphtedkpenses of buying uni-
forms, books, and paying various school feeachakasg even a basic level of educationdestiess. Many children
whose parents cannot afford these costs simipdyodo achool.

Pasos de Fe is attempting to lessen the ekpeaosation by gathering school supplieshiddréreof the region they
serve. The goal is to make and deliver 20pastitzomhd raise money for at least ten schatabgh@igen to students in
need through the Presbyterian Churches of GredadThe supplies will be gathered througtwoutiibe and then dis-
tributed on July 26th at the Christian FamilynC3mith Juarez at a back-to-school fiestalidditén with music, games,
and more surprises.

To support their effort, please help bygdanailies such as back-packs, notebooksppasalsany financial contri-
bution that you would be willing to make. ¥oogrtagm in to the office sometime beforerttueedepour Mission Trip
(July 12) and the team will get them to Pasos de Fe
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