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Thanks to all our 
committee members 
and everyone else in 
the congregation who 
worked so hard to 
make the dedication 
events such a suc-
cess. 
Thanks to Gay and 
Diego for leading the 
Youth Lock-In and to 
the Youth for partici-
pating in Building 
Dedication Open 
House. 
�

�

really going to be dipping into that money 
seriously by the end of the year!  I can't 
emphasize enough how important it is 
that you catch up on your estimates of 
giving!             
    And still more on a serious financial 
note, we did budget that many of you 
would pay your own per capita taxes this 
year.  Regardless of whether you give to 

this or not, our church will have to pay $30 for 
every single member on our rolls last December 
31, whether you are actively participating or 
not.  It would really help our cause if each of 
you could consider a small extra gift of $30 
sometime before the end of the year to help us 
pay this bill, which is the money that funds the 
governing bodies of our denomination--General 
Assembly, the Synod, and the Presbytery. 
    I hope I will be able to give you better news 
next month.  Until then, thanks to each of you 
for all you do to make FUPC the wonderful spiri-
tual home that it is. 
    Love, Joyce 

    What a marvelous celebration our 
church just had!  I am so sorry I was out 
of town and had to miss it.  But how 
blessed we are that Dale Gerdeman's 
father--many years ago--had the fore-
sight to set up an endowment which pro-
vides us with income 4 time a year.  We 
set it aside in "The Gerdeman Fund", 
and that had grown sufficiently to cover 
all our dedication weekend expenses!  Thank 
you, Mr. Gerdeman, and I hope some of our 
present members also have the foresight to 
leave endowments to our church for the mem-
bers down the line when we are no longer here 
to support it! 
    On a less happy note, we are now falling 
behind on our pledged giving.  The annual gifts 
given at the first of the year are no longer carry-
ing us!  And our expenses are pretty well fixed, 
so the General Fund is currently $9807 in the 
red!  I know--you say we budgeted to take 
$16,000 out of our reserves--but folks, 5/12 of 
$16,000 is only $6666!  At this rate we are 
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     Citing deep concerns for the health, education, and well-being of the world's children, an anonymous donor has made a gift of 
$510,456 to undergird the deployment of several new mission workers.  The much appreciated donation was received through the 
Mission Initiative: Joining Hearts & Hands (MIJHH) program. 
     According to his pastor, the donor tithes faithfully and believes strongly in the universal church as a vehicle of God's work in the 
world.  His generous gift provides support for mission workers who will be serving in the Congo, Costa Rica, Pakistan and Poland. 
They will be attending the PC(USA)’s comprehensive orientation program prior to departing the United States to serve in the fields 
of health, education, and church growth. 
     This half-million-dollar gift brings to 31 the number of new mission personnel who have been funded since MIJHH was launched 
at the 2002 General Assembly.  The five-year $40 million MIJHH campaign has underwritten both new international mission person-
nel and church development in the United States, particularly racial-ethnic and immigrant congregations. 
     Read more at http://www.pcusa.org/pcnews/2008/08449.htm  
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The following is part of a message from Ruth and John Hazelton, who attended this church for 
many years before moving to Montana and who returned to Las Vegas to attend our recent building 
dedication events: 
     “A note of appreciation for a splendid weekend of celebration at the church!  How happy we were 
to have been present and part of the scene! 
     “We know there were lots of details to attend to and much time and effort involved on the part of 
many, so be sure to pass along our thanks to all.  It was a joy to re-connect.” 
 

So, a huge thank you to everyone involved – workers, attendees, and well wishers!   
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     Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian hous-
ing ministry dedicated to eliminating substandard housing, and to 
making decent shelter for everyone a matter of conscience and 
action.  Habitat invites people of all races, backgrounds, and relig-
ions to build houses together.  The organization works in partner-
ship with families who have serious housing needs, such as those 
who are unable to meet high rental payments, or those who are 
living in unsafe or inadequate conditions. 
     Habitat for Humanity, International was founded in 1976, and 
has built over 100,000 houses in the US and sixty-three other 
countries, providing more than 500,000 people in more than 2,000 
communities with safe, decent, affordable housing.  Our Las Ve-
gas group received its affiliation in February, 1991, and has built 
eighteen new homes and completed fourteen rehabs to existing 
houses.  They have helped with the housing needs of thirty-two 
low-income families consisting of fifty adults and fifty-eight chil-
dren. 

     Applicants for a house must meet the following three criteria: 

1.  They must have a serious housing need. 
2.  Their gross income must fall within 25% to 50% of the 
median income of San Miguel County (varies by family 
size). 

3.  They must be willing to partner with the organiza-
tion and have the ability to repay the no-interest 
mortgage on the finished home. 

     Partnership involves the family fulfilling a designated num-
ber of “sweat equity” hours prior to the start of construction on 
their own home.  This may consist of helping with the con-
struction of another home, helping with fundraising events, 
serving on committees, etc.  Then, volunteers work with the 
future homeowners to build or renovate houses, which are 
then sold to family partners at no profit, with no interest 
charged on the mortgage.  The money from the sale of each 
house goes into a revolving fund that supports future building 
projects. 

 
If you or someone you know have a serious housing need 
and believe you may be eligible for assistance, the Las Ve-
gas Affiliate of Habitat for Humanity may be contacted by 
phone (505-454-4434), email (habitatlv@yahoo.com) or regu-
lar mail (PO Box 2933, Las Vegas, NM 87701).   The office is 
located at 714 National Avenue in Las Vegas. 
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Did you know that our church has no flower budget?  Did you 
know that flowers can be a part of worship and bring glory to 
God?   Did you know that whenever we do have flowers it's be-
cause someone has shared from their garden or home?   A gentle 
reminder to all that when you have flowers in your garden, or flow-
ers that you have received for an anniversary or birthday or spe-
cial occasion, please bring them to church and share them for the 
worship service.    (Then you can take them back again.)   And 
you can dedicate your flowers in honor or memory of someone, 
just let Tom know in time for the bulletin.   Flowers add so much to 
our Sunday morning worship. 
�
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A wall or structure containing niches, or small spaces, in which an 
urn with created remains of a loved one may be placed.  We are 
planning one for the courtyard of our church, along with a medita-
tion garden.   Stay tuned for lots more details in a later issue of 
this newsletter. 
�
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There is nursery care during church service for babies and 
children up to kindergarten age.  We now have a paging sys-
tem, so all parents will get a pager when they drop off their 
child and can be notified if they are needed in the nursery. 
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The next First Friday Flicks will be shown on  Friday, August 1, 
7pm at Faith Hall.  The film will be “Billy Elliot”.  The synopsis 
of this moving film is included below. 

 
When 11-year-old Billy Elliot (Jamie Bell) trades box-
ing school for ballet lessons, his father (Gary Lewis) 
is less than pleased. The hardworking miner from 
Northern England despises the idea of his son run-
ning around in toe shoes, but when the boy wins an 
audition for the Royal Ballet School, he experiences a 
change of heart. Soon, he becomes a strikebreaker 
to raise money for the audition in director Stephen 
Daldry's Oscar-nominated drama. 
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7/6     14th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Communion 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist         Richard Lindeborg 
 Piano  Fred Salas 
  
7/13   15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Preacher  To be announced 
 Liturgist          Don Monnheimer 
 Piano   Fred Salas 
  
7/20   16th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Communion 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist Paul Wilson 
 Piano  Em Krall 
 
7/27   17th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
 Preacher  Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist          Rosie Lopez 
 Piano   Em Krall 
 

Deacon of the Month      
 

Sharon Vander Meer 
 

Elder of the Month  
 

Richard Lindeborg 

The students participating in the Confirmation Class began meeting in 
February and are coming to the end of this year’s program.  The origi-
nal schedule has gone through many necessary revisions, but here’s 
an outline of what’s been happening: 

 1. Initial class – Introductions and sharing   (2/10) 
 2. Old Testament – Discussion of Hebrew language and 
scripture and stories, how God works to bring goodness out of bad 
situations people of the O.T. found themselves in. (2/24) 

                                                                 (continued in next column) 
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 3. Shabbat Worship and Potluck dinner, then 
conversation with Rabbi at Beth Shalom Temple, Santa 
Fe about Jewish worship, symbols, etc..  (3/7)                        
 4. Discussion of Temple experience, then of Je-
sus’ time, archaeological artifacts from the early Christian 
Era, talk about the early Church (3/16). 
 5. Native American perspectives, presented by 
Dr. Gene Wiggins, Presbyterian Elder and member of the 
Cowlitz people of Southern Washington State.  Gene told 
a story about the stars and the need to work together. 
 6. “Down and Out in Las Vegas” Forum on Pov-
erty, then walk along river,  snack together at Dairy Queen  
(4/6) 
 7. Slides of “wonders” of the world, then of 
places in the Holy Land mentioned in the Bible,  both Old 
and New Testaments.  (4/27) 
 8. Dinner at Chad Boliek’s house and discussion 
about the universe, complete with pictures from the Hub-
bell telescope.  After dark we got to see Saturn and the 
moon up close through Chad’s telescope. 
 9. Discussions with Mentors about faith issues, 
then sharing of learnings (5/18) 
 10. Trip to ABQ, to see the movie “Prince Cas-
pian” (from the Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis) and 
overnight at Menaul School.   After Charlie FINALLY woke 
up, we had a tour of campus, visited the Presbytery of 
Santa Fe office and talked with Rev. Jim Collie, our Pres-
bytery Executive about our church government.  We vis-
ited the “Church History Tree”, then in the afternoon we 
went to an amusement park.  After dinner in Bernalillo we 
went to Santa Fe to St. Elias Orthodox Church to see the 
icons, attend the Vespers service and talk with Fr. Dimitri. 
     The confirmands also chose adult mentors from the 
congregations to be their “special friends” during and after 
the confirmation process.  There will be one more meeting 
of the class, perhaps a camp-out, with time to think about 
the past activities and learnings and to decide whether or 
not the students want to become members of the church 
at this time.   Whether or not they join the church now, the 
young people will continue to meet, learn, worship, serve 
and play together. 
          The students include Charlie Linder, Christina 
Litherland, Nick Monnheimer, Mack Salman, and Robin 
Seto-Ediger.  Adult advisors/mentors are Calvin Baker III, 
Rod Billingsley, Randy Campbell and Gay Veit. 
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     Rev. Frank Yates, pastor of St. Andrew Church 
in Albuquerque, is Moderator of the Presbytery of 
Santa Fe. (I understand he’s also married to 
Sharon, daughter of Rev. Don Wales, a previous 
pastor of this congregation).  “Moderator” means 
he’s been elected by the members of Presbytery 
to chair the Presbytery meetings for a year, repre-

sent us at special services and events in the Presbytery, plus take care of 
other details of our life together.  Recently he sent out the following mes-
sage.  It contains good news, reason for celebration for how God is at work 
in this area of New Mexico: 

 
“The GA (General Assembly) just published a list of the best giving presby-
teries in our denomination.  Did you know that Santa Fe Presbytery may be 
small in numbers but we are incredibly generous?   

 Here is how we rank (in giving, per year):   
   Second in per member giving to Shared Mission Support ($19.24 
per member); 
  Second in per member giving to Special Offerings ($15.99 per 
member);  
  First in per member giving to Other Appeals ($14.90 per mem-
ber); 

   First in per Member giving in 2007 ($43.64 per member).” 

 
He goes on to say that Presbyterians are “open hearted, open minded and 
generous”. 

 
     This church ranks first in per-member mission giving in Santa Fe Pres-
bytery, which means that your generosity and commitment is outstanding 
in relation to all the churches in the denomination.  This is not a reason for 
pride, but for praise.  It’s yet another sign that the Spirit of God is very 
much alive and active in and through this congregation.   Let’s pray the 
Spirit will continue to bless us with the grace of generosity even in increas-
ingly difficult economic times. 

 
     Here are a couple lines from a letter Paul wrote to the generous church 
in Philippi (Philippians 4:17 and 19):  “Not that I’m looking for hand-outs, 
but I do want you to experience the blessing that issues from generos-
ity….You can be sure that God will take care of everything you need, his 
generosity exceeding even yours in the glory that pours from Jesus.  Our 
God and Father abounds in glory that just pours out into eternity.”  Amen!  
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There is part of us that 
says it is never too late to be reborn 

on the inbreath each morning. 

Somewhere there is a basket 
that contains all our failures. 

It is a big basket.  It wants to know 
what to do with these. 

Mercy has no use for them. 

 
from "There is an Elemental Love"   

by Stephen Levine in Breaking the 
Drought:  Visions of Grace. 
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�����We are only halfway through the year and already 
the United States has experienced an unusually high 
number of devastating storms — in the Carolinas, 
across the Plains, and in the most recent floods rav-
aging the Midwest. Tremendous damage has been 
done, many have been injured or died.  But God has 
equipped the PC(USA) and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) to stand ready to offer hope in the 
midst of this chaos. 
     PDA has issued a special appeal  for donations to 
meet the unprecedented 27 disaster assistance re-
quests from 20 Presbyteries in the last five months.  
What has been given already through One Great 
Hour of Sharing has been able to allow adequate 
response to current requests  but the expected wave 
of requests from the flooding in the Midwest will tax 
those resources. 
     Gifts from individuals and families may be sent to 
PDA through the church.  If you can help with a 
monetary gift, write your check to  First United Pres-
byterian Church, mark it for PDA on the note line and 
place it in the collection plate on Sunday or otherwise 
get it in to the office.  Donations will be consolidated 
and sent from the church.  Thank you for your gener-
osity. 
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     In Mexico, like in the United States, pubic school education is supposed to be free.  Despite this, the expenses of buying uni-
forms, books, and paying various school fees makes  achieving even a basic level of education far from costless.  Many children 
whose parents cannot afford these costs simply do not go to school.   
     Pasos de Fe is attempting to lessen the expense of education by gathering school supplies for the children of the region they 
serve.  The goal is to make and deliver 200 school packs and raise money for at least ten scholarships to be given to students in 
need through the Presbyterian Churches of Ciudad Juarez.  The supplies will be gathered throughout the summer and then dis-
tributed on July 26th at the Christian Family Center in South Juarez at a back-to-school fiesta for the children with music, games, 
and more surprises. 
     To support their effort, please help by donating supplies such as back-packs, notebooks, pencils, pens or any financial contri-
bution that you would be willing to make.  You may bring them in to the office sometime before the departure of our Mission Trip 
(July 12) and the team will get them to Pasos de Fe. 
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www.lvpresbyterian.com 


