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     We’ve been using our new addition for 
so long now that it is hard to remember the 
times when youth activities and some Sun-
day school classes were camped out in 
various parts of the church and major 
events more than filled our old Fellowship 
Hall.   
     Since fall, the Session again has a 
meeting room, the choirs have a spacious, 
bright place to practice, the youth have 
their own space, the Serendipity Class and 
youth chimes can meet at the same time 
and not disturb each other, and the entire 
congregation can sit down to dinner and 
still have plenty of room to get out of their 
chairs and go to the buffet for seconds.   
     And yet, something has been missing.  
What could that possibly be, after such a 
wonderful improvement?  We haven’t yet 
formally dedicated our new addition to the 
service of the Lord.  We’ve been waiting 
for the perfect time, the time to do it right.  
And that time is coming. 
     In last month’s newsletter we an-
nounced the dedication would take place 
the weekend of May 30 to June 1.  The 
event features a community fair in Fellow-
ship Hall.  Here are some details and op-
portunities to help make the event a suc-
cess. 
     The weekend begins Friday evening 
with a lock-in for mid-high and high school 

youth from FUPC, local churches, Jicarita 
Cluster churches and other churches in the Pres-
bytery of Santa Fe.  Along with worshipping and 
having way too much fun, the youth will plan skits 
on the theme of “Dedication” for presentation at 
Saturday’s community fair. 
     Saturday begins with breakfast for the youth 
and volunteers who arrive early to help set up for 
the fair.  The fair runs from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
will include interactive activities sponsored by 
many organizations that our church members 
have supported over the years, a meditation 
room, youth activities, new permanent historic 
displays, demonstrations, a cook-out, and much 
more. 
     Sunday’s activities include introducing visitors 
from local and area churches, a ribbon cutting, 
and a dedication lunch, when we will formally 
dedicate the new addition to the glory of God and 
celebrate the generosity of everyone who has 
given of their treasure to support the building of 
this wonderful facility. 
     This event is about possibilities, potentials, and 
opportunities – the ways our church can continue 
to build on its tradition of worshipping God and 
doing God’s work in the community and beyond.  
Like so many of our events the building dedication 
depends on the personal dedication of all the con-
gregation.  Please consider the schedule and 
volunteer to serve as you are able.   (For further 
information on doing God’s work and volunteer 
contacts, see inset on page two). 

��������	�
���

���������	��������	�
���

���������	��������	�
���

���������	��������	�
���

���������	� ���

Labors of Love 

Dedicating our New Building to the Service of God ��
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     We might call our worship service on 
May 11 “flames and flowers” since we’ll be 
celebrating both Pentecost and Mother’s 
Day that day.  Pentecost is early this year 
because Easter occurred early and the 
date of Pentecost is determined by the date 
of Easter.  We hope everyone will wear red 
to church in acknowledgement of the 
flames from heaven which gave the people 
many languages to spread the gospel to 
the world.  We’ll replicate a bit of the many 
languages in our service with the scripture 
reading.  Flowers delivered by the children 
for everyone in the congregation will honor 
all of our mothers.  There will also be a fun 
Pentecost worship service project that day 
in Sunday school for the children.  We 
hope you and your family will plan to be 
there. 

Three brand new Equal Exchange products, from 
small farmers with love:  
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Grown with care by small farmers here in the US, 
these snacks will be available in resealable, 5 oz 
packages. Since 1986, Equal Exchange has 
been building Fair Trade by partnering with small 
farmer co-ops in Latin America, Africa and Asia. 
Now we are extending our model to family farm-
ers, farm workers, and farmer co-operatives here 
in North America. With your help, we're Bringing 
Fair Trade Home.  For more information, contact 
Karen Topping. 
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     Dedicate: To set apart and consecrate to 
a deity or to a sacred purpose.  To give up 
wholly or earnestly, as to some person or 
end; to inscribe, or address to a patron, as in 
a testimony of respect or affection. Conse-
crated or proclaimed or devoted. These are 
all words that conjure up powerful feelings. 
 
     When we began to lay the foundation for 
the Dedication Celebration, we asked our-
selves how can we best make the young 
people a true part of this event. It was impor-
tant to us to focus on the youth as they are 
the future of our church. 
 
     So, all the young people, from 12 to 18, 
that I can gather will share a night of Dedica-
tion, here at First United Presbyterian 
Church.  We will be learning what dedicating 
our lives to others is about. Why would a 
person want to  dedicate themselves to oth-
ers? What are the byproducts and how will 
this affect our futures? 

     This is all in conjunction with the Dedica-
tion Celebration of the new addition to our 
Church.  These young people will experience 
worship, music, fellowship, education,  joy and 
a sense of personal achievement, while creat-
ing an experience to share with others. 
 
     I would like to extend an invitation to all 
members of our congregation to feel free to 
join in with the youth on the night of May 
30th.  You are needed and appreciated. You 
are the examples of dedication that our youth 
see every day. Your devotion to the Lord ; 
your devotion to service in the name of the 
Lord; and your devotion to the growth of our 
youth are what this church is all about. So 
come and spend time with these wonderful 
young people. 
 
Christ’s blessings to you all for a job well 
done……………Gay Veit 
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DOING GOD’S WORK 
THROUGH 

 

Youth Activities 

Christian Education 

Mission 

Fellowship  

CONTACTS FOR  

VOLUNTEERS 

Friday 

Mid-high/High Lock-in – 

Gay Veit 

 

Saturday 

Youth/Staff Breakfast –  

       Calvin Baker III 

Greeters/Docents –  

  Susan Swan 

Cookout – Amos Estrada 

 

Sunday 

Dedication Lunch –  

Juli Salman 

(Sign-up sheets  are also 
posted in the kitchen)��
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One idea that emerged during our con-
gregational retreat two years ago at the 
United World College was to study con-
temporary saints.  Well, there are some 
problems determining just who a contem-
porary saint might be: 
No one can become a big “S” Saint 

(canonized by the Pope) until many 
years after death – which means no 
such Saint is “contemporary.” 

Martin Luther and John Calvin pretty 
much got us Protestants out of the 
big “S” Saint business and into the 
small “s” saint business, giving us a 
much larger list to choose from. 

In their lifetimes, many people we might 
later come to think of as saints may 
have been viewed in a more mixed 
fashion.  The term “contemporary” 
may be misleading if saints have to 
age a bit. 

Sainthood comes from many sources – 
faith, works, even miracles-- but only 
occasionally do saints leave behind 
a body of work that we can study 
today to get first-hand feeling about 
their saintliness. 

     With these problems in mind, the Ser-
endipity Class for youth and adults has 
been spending the 2007-2008 year 
studying 20th century small “s” saints, 
from several faith traditions, who left be-
hind writings accessible enough that we 
can study their beliefs and how these 
beliefs relate to their lives. 
     Minister and performer Al Staggs vis-
ited our church and gave us a vivid pic-
ture of two comparatively modern saints 

– Clarence Jordan, one of the founders 
of the organization now known as Habi-
tat for Humanity (d. 1969) and Oscar 
Romero, the martyred Archbishop of 
San Salvador (d. 1980).  He also does 
presentations on Deitrick Bohnoffer, the 
martyred German minister who op-
posed Hitler (d. 1945) and Thomas Mer-
ton, Trappist Monk, philosopher and 
author (d. 1968). 
     Staggs’s selection of heroes and his 
portrayal of them pointed the way to the 
first few saints the Serendipity group 
has studied: Mother Teresa of Calcutta, 
Brother Roger of Taizé, Thomas Mer-
ton, and Clarence Jordan. 
     In 1992, Mother Teresa and 
Brother Roger wrote a short book titled 
“Seeking the Heart of God:  Reflections 
on Prayer.”   The book clearly shows 
how the energy and administrative abili-
ties of these two major religious figures 
derive from their simplicity, faith, and 
prayer.  We tend to think that their ac-
complishments came from their hard 
work and leadership, but they make it 
quite clear that the gift of faith and the 
action of God in their lives made all they 
did possible. 
     Thomas Merton left behind a tre-
mendous body of work, some of which 
has been tailored by the Merton Insti-
tute for Contemplative Living into a se-
ries of short pamphlets titled “Bridges to 
Contemplative Living with Thomas Mer-
ton.”  The Serendipity Class studied the 
third pamphlet in this series, titled 
“Living Your Deepest Desires.”  Merton 
teaches that contemplative living 

“begins with ourselves but leads us 
in the end to embrace deeply not 
only our truest self, but God, 
neighbor, and all of creation.”  Emp-
tying ourselves – or allowing God to 
help us empty ourselves--is the first 
step in receiving the grace and 
peace of God. 
     Clarence Jordan was a farmer 
and a Baptist theologian who de-
voted his life to developing a commu-
nal farm to teach poor farmers in 
Georgia the modern agricultural 
techniques.  His pacifism and com-
mitment to integration caused him 
great problems in the South of the 
1940s and 50s.  The Serendipity 
Class is studying portions of this 
book “Sermon on the Mount” de-
voted to the beatitudes of Jesus.  
Jordan treats the beatitudes as stair 
steps to spiritual life.  Jordan’s pre-
scription to leading a spiritual life is 
amazingly similar to Merton’s con-
templative living, and Mother Teresa 
and Brother Roger’s prescription for 
seeking the heart of God. 
     The Serendipity Class will end 
their study of Clarence Jordan and 
the beatitudes on May 25.  They are 
always looking for new contemporary 
saints to study.  If you would like to 
study with the group, they meet Sun-
day morning’s at 9:30 in one of the 
classrooms in our new addition.  
They are open to suggestions of 
which saint to study next. 

�

     Our courtyard is badly in need of some care, so come Saturday morning , May 24th at 10:00am, with plants from your yard or a 6 
pack (petunias, not beer) from Walmart and help plant the courtyard.  This will begin to get things ready for the columbarium, help 
Randy have something pretty to look at from his window, AND have us look our best for the dedication.  Bring plants, mulch, gloves, 
trowels. 
     If you don't want to plant, but want to help spruce up the church for dedication, please come as well.  This will be only one week 
before dedication so let's all show up to make our church look it's best for the community.  I know it's memorial day weekend, and 
UWC graduation, but if you can, please join us.  Any questions call Judy 425-6003 or Tom 425-7763.        Judy Long 
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Hi again, and 
Happy Spring!  I 
just wanted to 
give you a quick 
update on how 
our finances are 
doing.  Although 
January and 
February were 
a little tough--

income was below budget and ex-
penses were above, causing us to 
transfer considerable funds from our 
Money Market account--March saw a 
sharp upturn.  Apparently many people 
did some catch-up on pledges, and 
giving was again ahead of budget, 
which it should be since we have sub-
stantial once-a-year pledges paid in 
January, and I was able to return some 
money to the MMDA account at the 
end of March.  Pledges paid to date 
are $31,153. 
      Our Building Fund is also doing 
well, thanks to some great anonymous 

gifts made above and beyond that 
pledged.  The total of all the upfront 
gifts that kicked off our last Capital 
Campaign was $54,340, and the 3-year 
pledges were $51,780, for a total of 
$106,120.  As of the end of March 
$131,164 has been received, which is 
what allowed us to make a principal 
only pay-down of $20,000 on our 
$290,000, twenty year loan from Pres-
byterian Investment and Loan.  Cur-
rently our loan balance is $257,595.76, 
so you can see how little of our monthly 
payments of $1946.06 went to principal 
and how much went to interest!  The 
down payment for the Plagge Building 
Sale and early monthly payments were 
used for smaller capital improvements 
and the architect's fees to plan the new 
addition.  Since construction started 
they have been going into the Building 
Fund, and now provide $709 of those 
monthly loan payments.  We opted to 
use the reduction in principal to reduce 
the amount of monthly payments, so 

starting now they will  only be 
$1809.29, with $1100 to come from 
pledge and donation income.  I would 
hope future principal pay-downs 
might be used to shorten the term of 
the loan.  Early gifts for the Building 
Fund paid for the new pews and all 
construction bills received before we 
took out the loan.  Total cost of the 
construction was a little over 
$300,000 plus $22,000 for the eleva-
tor and $10,000 for the updated fire 
alarm system mandated by the state. 
      I hope this answers some of the 
questions you have had.  Always feel 
free to ask me anything about our 
finances and I will be happy to try 
to find the answer. 

  

Lovingly in God's service, 

Joyce     
 

Thanks  to Lucille Van Horn for 
stepping up and filling Joan's 
shoes.  She has done fantastic 
job organizing rest of Amigos 
school year, coordinating teach-
ers, and copying materials for 

teachers.  Thanks to Peter Linder for faithfully 
leading the middle school youth Sunday school 
all year!  Thanks to Juli Salman for coordinating 
the dinners for 6+2; to Karyl Lyne, Patrick 
Rucker, George Bunch and others for serving 
dinner to the HU and Fort Lewis College Choirs; 
and to all who made the interdenominational 
Easter breakfast such a success.  Thanks to our 
folders who are ever faithful to their work of pre-
paring your newsletter for mailing.  They are fan-
tastic!  Thanks to Rosie Lopez for coordinating 
the first of our Sunday Forums – a job extremely 
well done on short notice.  Worship and Music 
would like to acknowledge the tireless efforts 
through the years of Elaine Lewis to coordinate 
people to do the Children’s Sermons/Time for 
Young Disciples.  She has involved so many of 
the congregation, most recently the men, and 
enriched our services.  Thank you, Elaine.  WAM 
also celebrates the talents and generosity of this 
congregation.   
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     For Spring projects in April we made flower and vegetable collages.  We 
pasted artificial paper vegetables to create a garden.  Grandma Elvira planted 
an avocado tree for the children to watch grow.  Our potato plant has grown 
many spuds! 
     We continue to work on math and reading skills.  We are involved in a liter-
acy reading program called “Booket”.  The children earn pizza gift certificates 
for listening to and reading books at New Horizons. 

     We also did some water painting. 

��
������������
�������� �
����� The staff of New Horizons has been attending women’s health care and 
empowerment workshops.  Picture day was a lot of fun with smiling faces ga-
lore.  The T-shirt orders are in and ready for printing.  We recently returned 
from our field trip (April 24) to Albuquerque’s Aquarium having had a wonderful 
time.  Our graduation is scheduled for May 23 at 7:00pm and preschool ends 
on May 30.  Summer care will start on June 2. 
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5/4    Seventh Sunday of Easter— Communion 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist                Jack Van Horn  
 Piano  Fred Salas 
 
5/11     Pentecost— Morning Worship— Mothers Day 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist                Rudy Laumbach  
 Piano  Em Krall 
 Chancel Choir 
 
5/18    Trinity Sunday  — Communion 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist  Karen Topping 
 Piano  Fred Salas 
 Bell Choir 
 
5/25    Second Sunday after Pentecost—Morning worship 
 Preacher Rev. Randy Campbell 
 Liturgist                Robin Carlson  
 Piano  Em Krall 
 Chancel Choir 
 

Deacon of the Month      
 

Bonnie Trujillo 
 

Elder of the Month 
 

Jack Van Horn 

Dear Friends, 
       “Preaching God’s Creation” was the 
name of the continuing education conference I 
went to in April.  It was held in Salt Lake City, 
Utah.  I knew there was a lake there, but  I had-
n’t realized before that the city is so close to so 
many mountains, snow-capped and spectacu-
lar, or that the Jordan River flows there.  It was a good setting for this 
event.   
  Mountains, hills, lakes, plains, deserts all have a lot to do 
with what happened in Scripture and with what happens in human life.  
Universal God is also Local God.  God is everywhere and right here in 
our geographical place, too.  Reformed Theology includes the belief 
that God’s gracious love, communicated to us by the Spirit, opens our 
eyes to the fantastic beauty of all Creation, near and far.  Our sight is 
“regenerated” by grace operating in us; we see our natural surround-
ings in new, more appreciative ways and praise God more and more 
for this amazing dwelling place, Earth, situated in the amazing Uni-
verse. 
 The main speaker at the conference, Dr. Kristin Saldine from 
Austin Theological Seminary, challenged us to pay attention to our 
physical surroundings, allowing them to influence our preaching.   She 
has made up a new word, even, to talk about what she means.  The 
word is “theo-topo-philia”.  You won’t find it in the dictionary yet.  It 
means something like “God-given love for the land”. 
 As spring brings warmth to the days and we can spend more 
time outside in communion with mountains, rivers, lakes, plains and all 
creatures who inhabit them, may God grace us with open eyes to see 
the wonder of creation surrounding us.  May the beauty of this place 
awaken even deeper praise in us and increase our dedication to com-
passionate ministry in Christ’s way. 
 “Your eyes are windows into your body.  If you open your 
eyes wide in wonder and belief, your body fills up with light.  If you live 
squinty-eyed in greed and mistrust, your body is a dank cellar.  If you 
pull the blinds on your windows, what a dark life you will have” (Words 
of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 6, verses 22-23.  From The 
Message). 
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An Excerpt from A Listening Heart: 
The Spirituality of Sacred Sensuousness  

by Brother David Steindl-Rast 

Brother David Steindl-Rast salutes the spirituality of sacred sensuousness and the importance of the listening heart. Here is an ex-
cerpt on the spiritual practice of gratitude. 
     "Day and night gifts keep pelting down on us. If we were aware of this, gratefulness would overwhelm us. But we go through life in 
a daze. A power failure makes us aware of what a gift electricity is; a sprained ankle lets us appreciate walking as a gift, a sleepless 
night, sleep. How much we are missing in life by noticing gifts only when we are suddenly deprived of them! But this can be changed. 
We need some methodical exercise in gratefulness. Years ago, I devised a method for myself which has proved quite helpful. Every 
night I note in a pocket calendar one thing for which I have never before been consciously thankful. Do you think it is difficult to find a 
new reason for gratitude each day? Not just one, but three and four and five pop into my mind, some evenings. It is hard to imagine 
how long I would have to live to exhaust the supply." 
����������	��
��������
�������	�������������������� ����������
������	���������������



�����������	��
��������
��������������������������� �������������������������������������������

����
�

����������������
���������

�������
 ������
�����
��$����

�������&�����'�
��������$
��

����������������
����&������������
�����''������

������� ��������
� ����'
�����������������������
��

�������&�����'�
���������������������

�����
����
����)��������'�����
'������
�����

�������&������
���)����������� ������&��'�����
 �

�������&������������)�������
�&����
������
 �����)����� ����

�����������������
����
����&����
�����
�������
��

�����������������
�������
��������
��
����&����)��

����������
���������*�
�����+���*������
��+���*�����
� �����������

�������&�����'�
������'�������
����
'���������
���
���� )���)��

�������
 ������
������,����
���������
'��������

�������
 ������
���-
���
���������
'��������

�������'������
�������
�������
��
��&
��������&�����

�������&�����'������������&��
���
 ������������

�������
 ������
�����'
��'
���)�����������
��&
�
���� �

�������������������
'�&����
+���������������

����������� ���
'�������

���������������*�&����������
)��&
�������

�����
����
���������
)���'��������
�����
�-�������

�����
����
��������-��������'��������
�����
��
)��

�������'������
������������
��)�������
���������
��

�������
 ������
�����
���������������������������

�����������)����.�������
'�/�������

!�0�"�������"
��*�1!.�

&������������"�������%�����



������'
���
����&����
���������
��

�&���*�2334�

�
A young boy had just gotten his driving permit. He 
asked his father if they could discuss his use of the 
family car.  
 
His father took him into his study and said, "I'll make 
a deal with you. You bring your grades up, study the 
Bible a little, get your hair cut, and then we'll talk 
about it."  
 
After about a month, the boy came back and again 
asked his father if they could discuss his use of the 
car. They again went into the father's study where 
the father said, "Son, I've been very proud of you. 
You have brought your grades up, you've studied 
the Bible diligently, but you didn't get your hair cut."  
 
The young man replied, "You know, Dad, I've been 
thinking about that. Samson had long hair, Moses 
had long hair, Noah had long hair, and even Jesus 
had long hair."  
 
"Yes," his father said, "and everywhere they went, 
they walked." �
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The fund balance of the building account resulted in 
the Trustees recommending to the Session that a 
payment of $20,000 be made against the loan from 
Presbyterian Loan and Investment Company.  This 
would reduce the monthly loan payment from 
$1,946.06 to 1809.29, a reduction of $136.77.   

  
The church portion of the payment would be re-
duced from $1,237.09 to $1,100.32.  The Plagge 
sale payment of $708.97 per month provides the 
balance of the monthly payment.   

 
A balance will be retained in the building fund to 
cover any shortfall in monthly receipts.  The Session 
has approved the recommendation. 

 

Jack Van Horn 
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 6. From Christian Education – Approved changes in 
the Confirmation Class Schedule, to be announced later. 
 7. From Christian Education – Approved fundraising 
events for the Youth Mission Trip to Juarez (July 11-18). 
 8. Approved request for use of 100 metal folding 
chairs for an outdoor family celebration.  The new tables and 
chairs are not available for rental or use outside the building. 
 Session recessed for quarterly fellowship dinner, re-
convened afterward. 
 Reports from the Committees of Session, Treasurer, 
Financial Secretary and Moderator were received. 
 Other items discussed include the need to nominate 
and elect new church officers before August, the recruitment of 
an Assistant Treasurer, the upcoming New Addition Dedication 
Events, signs for the new addition and how to make the time 
before the beginning of worship less chaotic. 

 The Session opened with a worship service in the 
courtyard led by Elder Karyl Lyne, continued its meeting in the 
Session Room and acted on the following items: 
 1.  From Mission and Peacemaking - Approved a 
card-signing event for after church on the 27th of April in sup-
port of Rev. Chris Lieberman, who is imprisoned for protest at 
WHINSEC  (Western Hemisphere Military Training Facility), Ft. 
Benning, GA. 
 2. From Community Life -  Approved of a future meet-
ing dedicated to discussion of and further intentional integra-
tion of the Provocative Proposals into the life of the church. 
 3. From Worship and Music – Approval of a Service 
for Healing once a month, following Sunday worship.  Details 
to follow. 
 4. From Worship and Music – Approved purchase of 
more bells for the Bell Choir, lower and higher ranges than we 
now have, and cases.  Designated funds are available to cover 
the cost. 
 5. From the Clerk of Session – Approved Ordination/
Installation of Sharon Seto as Deacon on 4/27 or 5/11. 
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